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cult to reconcile with the fact stated by Captain White, of
the Burmahs having-, after the capture of Arracan, conveyed
the great metal image called Mukamunnee on a rutli, by
this very pass, to Ava.

38th. The Talak pa^s, which, during the war, was partially
explored by a detachment under Major Back, was then proved
to present difficulties, all but insurmountable, to the advance
of troops and cattle, arising as much from scarcity of water
as from the extremely precipitous nature of the ascents and
descents. Though the season of the year (the very end of
May), was the most unfavourable that could have been chosen
for making the attempt, the natural obstacles are so great
that even after the close of the xvar, the testimony of all the
guides who were consulted, so clearly proved the difficulties
that might be expected by the troops, which were returning
from Ava to Arracan, that It was resolved to advance by
Aeiig instead, and the Talak route is now rarely resorted to
by any but those merchants who reside in its immediate vici-
nity, on the Burmese and Arracan side of the mountains.

39th. The pass of Aeng, which is now satisfactorily proved
to be the best "of all those which are known, between Arra-
can and Ava, was never explored by, a single detachment
from our invading army, although an Accurate account of it
was sent to Government by Mr. T. C. Robertson, the Agent
at Chittagong, in a letter, dated the 30th of July, 1824, who
also mentioned its existence to General Morrison, then com-
manding the Arracan army. No attempt, however, was ever
made to ascertain the real nature of the line of communica-
tion, from that period down to the termination of the contest;
and the credit of experimentally proving its practicability,
was reserved for a detachment from the army of Sir Archibald
Campbell, which marched from Shembegwen ghaut, on the
right bank of the Irawattee river, to Aeng in Arracan, at the
western foot of the Yoomadoung mountains, in 11 days ; at
a time when the Burmahs had thrown numerous obstructions
in the way, by felling the trees, cutting up the path, and
destroying the bridges. The detachment, by which the pas-
sage of this route was first accomplished, consisted of the 18th